
When you flush a toilet, or water drains from sinks, washing machines, or 
dishwashers, the WASTEWATER flows out of your home through a pipe  called a 
LATERAL.
The lateral carries waste to a larger pipe in the street called a MAIN. 
The mains carry the wastewater to one large pipe that enters the WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT FACILITY and starts the process of treating, or cleaning, the water.

The water 
we use in our 

homes gets 
DIRTY, and 

when water 
gets dirty, 

we have to 
clean it. 
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Where Does All the DIRTY Water Go?
RAW SEWAGE PUMPS pump the wastewater from 
the WET WELL, which is a big tank, through the GRIT 
COLLECTORS and into the AERATION BASIN.
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BAR SCREENING removes rags, paper products 
and other large material from the wastewater.2Wastewater enters the 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY1

AERATION 
BASIN

Waste is 
broken 

down by 
microscopic 
organisms 

(BUGS). Large 
discs mix 
the waste 

and give the 
bugs oxygen.
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EFFLUENT FILTERS filter the 
water from the clarifiers through 
charcoal to remove the majority 
of  the remaining solids from 
the water.
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GRIT COLLECTORS remove heavy solids, 
like sand, rocks and coffee grounds4
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ULTRAVIOLET DISINFECTION 
From May-September, the water 
passes through UV lights (invisible 
light) to destroy the bacteria and 
viruses in the water.
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BIOSOLID STORAGE
All of  the waste (biosolids) removed 
from the wastewater is stored in two 
large tanks and will later be applied 
to farm fields for crop fertilization.
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FINAL CLARIFIERS settle and separate the waste from  
the water. The waste is pumped into the biosolids storage tanks. 
The water flows into a different tank and then is pumped to the 
EFFLUENT FILTERS.
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RETURN TO THE ENVIRONMENT
The remaining cleaned water (EFFLUENT) is 
discharged into the Sussex Stream.
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