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VILLAGE OF SUSSEX 
SUSSEX, WISCONSIN 

 
Minutes of the Village Board Meeting of September 27, 2016 

     
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Greg Goetz 
 
Members present: Bob Zarzynski, Pat Tetzlaff, Tim Dietrich, Matt Carran, Lee Uecker and Greg 

Goetz 
 
Trustees excused: Wendy Stallings 
 
Others present: Asst. Administrator Melissa Weiss, Attorney John Macy, and Deputy Clerk Linda 

Steinmetz and members of the public.  
 
A motion by Tetzlaff, seconded by Zarzynski to approve the minutes of the Budget meeting held on 
September 8, 2019 and Village Board meeting held on September 13, 2016 as presented.  
           Motion carried.  
 
Village President Report:  President Goetz reported on the following:  Village Offices will be closed to the 
public on Friday, September 30, while staff packs and prepares to move to the new Civic Center. The Tire 
Drop Off is scheduled for 8:30 to 11:00 am Saturday, October 1, at the Village Garage on Clover Drive. 
The Public Works Committee meets at 6:00 pm Tuesday, October 4, in the Board Room at Village Hall 
and the Finance & Personnel Committee immediately follows. Hydrant Flushing will take place in the 
Village Monday through Friday, October 10-14. 
 
Trustee Uecker reported on the Board of Fire Commissioners meeting, which included review of 
applications for the Fire Chief position. 
 
Trustee Carran reported that the Community Development Authority did not meet in September. 
 
As Trustee Stallings was absent, there was no report of the Park and Recreation Board. 
 
A motion by Goetz, seconded by Carran to approve the Mount Calvary Cross Country Meet contract as 
presented.          Motion carried.  
 
A motion by Goetz, seconded by Tetzlaff to approve the changes to the park and facility rental policies as 
presented.          Motion carried. 
 
Trustee Dietrich presented the report of the Pauline Haass Library Board, noting that the summer reading 
program for children was a huge success. 
 
A motion by Tetzlaff, seconded by Carran to approve the Petition for Attachment and zoning 
determination Ordinance for the property located in the Town of Lisbon at W239N7542 Maple Avenue. 
 President Goetz and all Trustees present voted “aye”.    Motion carried. 
 
Staff Reports:  Ms. Weiss reported that Main Street project should be substantially completed by the end 
of October/early November. Installation of the lighting in the new parking lot north of the Sussex Civic 
Center will be completed soon and the lights will be functioning by the end of the week. As part of the 
Main Street project, We Energies will be moving power lines underground and staff will have one-on-one 
meetings with those residents affected. The Village received 27 applications for the Fire Chief position 
and the Board of Fire Commissioners is reviewing those applications. Attorney Macy noted that he had no 
news to share at this time. Ms. Steinmetz reported that the Clerk’s office is busy processing absentee 
ballot requests and planning the election set-up for the new building.  
 
Comments from citizens present: 
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William Goodfellow, W238N7381 Monterey Court, verified that the Board had received his letter on the 
proposed subdivision on Maple Avenue (exhibit A) and stated his concerns about the proposed 
subdivision. These concerns include the ridge on his property, stormwater issues, the number of homes 
proposed and lack of details in the plans. See attached exhibit B. 
 
Jennifer Barnish, W238N7651 Hidden Oaks Drive, stated her concerns about the proposed subdivision 
and the lack of transparency in the process to rezone the land. Her concerns include that the property is 
designated as an isolated natural resources area by the Village’s 2020 Land Use Map and 
Comprehensive Plan. She has been in contact with Waukesha County and stated that they felt only 5 to 6 
lots should be permitted on the property as currently zoned, not 42. She is concerned that immediately 
following the Plan Commission meeting, bulldozers were on the property. Ms. Barnish is concerned about 
connecting the roads to the neighboring subdivision as the lot sizes are so different and do not mirror 
each other. Speeding is also an issue and this will lead to an increase of traffic and more speeding 
through adjoining subdivisions. By adding 42 more homes, she has a concern with the overcrowding of 
schools. The process to bring this property into the Village for development is not transparent and stated 
that the public should be notified and has a right to get answers before the development moves forward. 
She is concerned that one of the individuals who will benefit from this development sits on the Village’s 
Park and Recreation Board, which recommended revision of the tree preservation ordinance.  
 
President Goetz stated that the revised tree preservation ordinance was approved at the Village Board 
level, not Park Board. The Board and staff have always conducted business professionally and followed 
guidelines set by Village ordinances and state law. The zoning of this property will be decided after a 
public hearing which you will receive notice of. Tonight’s zoning is a temporary one to allow for the 
attachment of the property to Sussex. 
 
Trustee Carran stated that Wisconsin State Statutes are being followed. The process itself may not be 
transparent, but the Board must follow the law. 
 
Helen Unruh, W238N7615 Hidden Oaks Drive, stated that she did not expect to hear bulldozers on the 
property the day after the Plan Commission meeting temporarily rezoned the property.  
 
Kelly Tetting, W245N5949 Maris Court, stated that the school district is aware of all new development in 
the Village and surrounding municipalities. There is an internal and external committee working on growth 
issues. 
 
Joyce Bongard, N76W23595 Majestic Heights Trail, stated her concern that citizens cannot ask questions 
and get answers at this meeting. She asked for an explanation of the process. 
 
Attorney Macy stated that staff is always willing to meet with individuals to answer questions and 
encouraged those concerned to call for an appointment. The plans are public record and available for 
viewing at the Village Hall. Attorney Macy explained the formal process the Village is required to follow 
when attaching land to the Village.  
 
President Goetz noted that citizens will also be able to ask questions and get answers at the public 
hearing which will be noticed. 
 
Ms. Weiss reiterated that staff is available and those wishing to discuss this development should call the 
Village Hall for an appointment. 
 
Brian Tetting, W245N5949 Maris Court, wished to clarify a few issues. The noise neighbors heard was 
not that of a bulldozer, but a brush clearing machine. They were clearing underbrush on the property. The 
Village is already aware of the existing water issue in Pine Ridge and a goal of this development is to 
improve the water issue. There are only 40 lots, not 42. Lots are not too low in the proposed subdivision 
as some homes will have exposed basements.  
 
Old Business:  None. 
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New Business: 
A motion by Goetz, seconded by Zarzynski to approve the resolution to establish a new polling location in 
the Village of Sussex. The resolution establishes the Sussex Civic Center as the polling location for the 
November election and all future elections.      Motion carried. 
 
A motion by Goetz, seconded by Carran to approve the application for three Amusement Device 
Licenses, September 28, 2016 through June 30, 2017 for Sussex BP, N62W23456 Silver Spring Drive. 
           Motion carried. 
 
Appointments:  President Goetz announced that there is an opening on the Park and Recreation Board. 
Anyone interested should contact the Village staff. 
 
A motion by Goetz, seconded by Carran to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm.   Motion carried.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Linda Steinmetz 
Deputy Clerk  
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